
                                                                                       		 


                 RAGWORT CONTROL POLICY  
 ______________________ 

Introduction 
Clanfield Parish Council owns and manages over 20 hectares (50 acres) of land within the villages 
of Clanfield and Chalton on behalf of the community. The Council has a duty to manage the land in 
accordance with all relevant legislation and guidance. 

The Legislative Framework and Guidance 
This comprises the Weeds Act 1959 and the Ragwort Control Act 2003. The guidance is contained 
within the Code of Practice on How to Prevent the Spread of Ragwort 2004 (the Code). 

The Scope of this Policy 
This policy concerns the control of Common Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea). 

The Delicate Balance 
Common Ragwort is harmful, and can be fatal, if ingested by horses and other animals. As a toxic 
plant, it can also be harmful to humans unless handled appropriately. However, it does contribute 
to the biodiversity of the flora and fauna in our countryside. For example, it is an important food 
source for the cinnabar moth. Through the implementation of this Policy, the Council will seek to 
recognise both interests by following the guidelines of the Code in assessing the risk. 

The Policy 
1. Inspection 
 All the Council’s land will be inspected annually - preferably in June - for the    
 presence of Common Ragwort.  

2. Assessment 
 At each location where Common Ragwort is found to be present, the risk will be assessed  
 against the following criteria:   
 High Risk - Common Ragwort is present within 50m of land used for grazing by horses and  
 other animals or land used for feed/forage production. 
 Medium Risk - Common Ragwort is present within 50m to 100m of land used for grazing by 
 horses and other animals or land used for feed/forage production. 
 Low Risk - Common Ragwort or the land on which it is present is more than 100m from   
 land used for grazing by horses and other animals or land used for feed/forage production. 
 Account should also be taken of particular local circumstances and other relevant factors  
 such as prevailing winds. The risk factor should be determoned by the likelihood of the   
 ragwort spreading to land used for grazing and/or feed/forage production. 

3. Action 
 All ragwort in High Risk areas should be removed; ragwort in Medium Risk areas should be 
 controlled to lessen its risk and ragwort in Low Risk areas should be reduced (if necessary)  
 to manageable proportions and kept under surveillance. 
   
4. Method of Removal and Disposal 
 No herbicides are to be used. The ragwort should be hand pulled, using hand tools for   
 leverage, and burnt on site (Council  Minute 104/21 (a) of 20 July 2021). A Risk    
 Assessment for the work should be undertaken for each location using the Council’s Model  
 Work Implenentaion Risk Assessment template for this type of work as a base.  

Policy Status 
This Policy was approved by the Council on 7 September 2021 (Minute xxx/21) and it will be due 
for  Review in September 2022.


