
 

 

 
 
RAGWORT AND NOXIOUS PLANT CONTROL POLICY 

______________________  



 

 

Brambles can be of value to wildlife, providing shelter and food. For example, the flowers of 
brambles are a food source for bees; the leaves are a food source for caterpillars and the fruits 
are eaten by mammals and birds. 
Brambles have long, thorny, arching shoots, which can grow 1.8-2.5m (6-8ft) in length, and 
root easily where the tips touch the soil. Brambles can become a problem where seedlings are 
allowed to take root, or where stems of established plants have rooted at intervals. 
 



 

 

Woody vegetation such as can be difficult to eradicate once they have 
become established. Hand pulling and digging young seedlings as soon as they are seen will 
save a lot of hard work later.    

Hand pulling or cutting of isolated problem bramble can be effective, however where 
significant intrusion occurs mechanical digging to remove all roots should be implemented. 
Stems and roots shaken free of soil can be finely shredded and used as a mulch. Alternatively 
they can be removed from site by the contractor or burnt in bonfires on site when wind and 
weather permit. 

It is native to the south of England, favouring chalky soils, but has now spread to most of the 
country, growing on top of hedgerows, bushes, trees and fences. It is considered an invasive 
weed, forming dense thickets blanketing trees and shrubs. 
Old man's beard vines can grow up to 100 feet long and can completely blanket trees and 
other plants. Creamy white flowers in summer are followed by feathery seed heads in late 
summer and early autumn, giving this vine its common name "old man's beard. These fluffy 
seed heads are persistent and quite conspicuous in the winter. 
The flowers of this plant are visited by pollinating insects during the day, such as bees as well 
as hoverflies. OldMan’s Beard is also a food plant for several butterfly and moth species such 
as the pretty chalk carpet moth. The seedheads of this plant also provide a food source for 
birds, such as goldfinches. 



 

 

Woody vegetation such as can be difficult to eradicate once they have 
become established. Hand pulling and digging young seedlings as soon as they are seen will 
save a lot of hard work later.   

Control of old man's beard can be achieved through a variety of methods and the best success 
is achieved by a combination of manual and mechanical methods Climbing vines can be cut at 
waist height, allowing the upper vines to die back. Lower vines and growth along the ground 
can be dug up anytime  
Hand pulling or cutting of isolated growth can be effective, however where significant intrusion 
occurs mechanical digging to remove all roots should be implemented. 
Stems and roots shaken free of soil can be finely shredded and used as a mulch. Alternatively 
they can be removed from site by the contractor or burnt in bonfires on site when wind and 
weather permit.  



 

 

 


